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Abstract : Veterinarians in the world are closely involved with foods of animal origin.
Veterinarians working in both government and in the private sector as well as veterinarians
working in research facilitate the safe production of food. Veterinarians have key roles in all
aspects of the control of food-borne hazards of animal origin. The traditional focus of veterinary
involvement in food safety has been in meat hygiene at the level of the slaughterhouse. The
education and training of veterinarians, which includes both animal health (including zoonoses)
and food hygiene components, makes them uniquely equipped to play a central role in ensuring
food safety, especially the safety of foods of animal origin. Veterinarians play a key role in
ensuring that animals are kept under hygienic conditions and in the early detection, surveillance
and treatment of animal diseases, including conditions of public health significance.
Veterinarians also provide livestock producers with information, advice and training on how to
avoid, eliminate or control food safety hazards (e.g., drug and pesticide residues, mycotoxins
and environmental contaminants) in primary production, including through animal feed.
Veterinarians have the knowledge and expertise to audit the standards of animal health, animal
welfare and public health from “stable to table”.
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